JOHN LARKIN
entered as a student in the University of Glasgow, in Scot-
land, where he went through his studies with applause, and
then, returning to Ireland, commenced as schoolmaster, in
which station he behaved himself so well that he met with
the greatest success; but being of an unsettled disposition
he left his school, and taking upon him the gown visited
the remotest parts of the kingdom and officiated in several
places as a clergyman*
After some time he came to England, and was made
master of a free school in Lancashire., where he had about
a hundred scholars under his care; but he was so bad an
economist that he could by no means live within the bounds
of his income, and was therefore frequently contriving some
new methods by which he might support his extravagance.
At length he came to a resolution to forge bonds and
other papers, in which pernicious practices he became so
great a proficient that he said he could forge almost any
hand so artfully that it would be difficult for a person to
know his own handwriting from the forgery.
He acknowledged that he had frequently affixed the hand
of a bishop and several other eminent divines to letters-
testimonial, by which he had collected considerable sums
of money, under pretence of redeeming poor Christian
captives who were in slavery.
He used also to forge goldsmiths' notes and bills of
exchange, and continued these practices for a considerable
time, but being at length detected he was pilloried, and
committed to prison till such time as he should discharge
a fine which was imposed on him, and which was so large
that he had little or no hopes of regaining his liberty.
While he remained in prison some persons, who were
afterwards evidences against him at his trial, used to coin
money, and endeavoured to prevail upon him to assist them;
but he declared that he constantly refused to do it, that he
never shared any money with them, and had no further
concern than merely as a spectator. But as the contrary to
this had been so positively sworn, the ordinary of Newgate
suspected his sincerity, and urged him to make an ingenuous
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